FIRST#5

sonoma county

Child care scholarship model

for infants and toddlers

Sonoma County is considering a program that would pay for child care for infants and toddlers.
Nothing here is final. First 5 Sonoma County is asking families what they think before making
any final decisions.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Families can share their thoughts and feedback in English or Spanish from September 1 through September
30, 2026. Your feedback will help shape the final program, which is expected to be ready by December
2026. The first scholarships are expected to be available in September 2027.

What is the scholarship?

The proposed scholarship program would pay for child care for infants and toddlers in Sonoma County. About 135
children could be served each year, with low-income families with infants as the top priority. The money comes
from Measure |, which Sonoma County voters passed in November 2024.

The scholarship would pay the child care provider directly, every month. Parents would pay nothing for the care
the scholarship covers. There would be no family fee, and childcare providers could not charge extra for that care.

Who qualifies for the scholarship?

Qualifying families need to meet all four of the requirements below.

The child is under 2 years old when they start the program. The scholarship could continue until the
child turns 3.

= The family lives in Sonoma County. The program covers the entire county.

= The family meets the program’s income requirements, at or below the state income limit. This limit is
85% of State Median Income. For a family of four, that is about $115,637 a year. It is higher for larger
families and lower for smaller ones.

= The family needs child care so they can work, go to school or job training, look for work, or because
their family does not have stable housing.
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How would families be chosen?

Because funding is limited, not every eligible child will receive a scholarship. Scholarships would be awarded
using two priorities: your child's age and your family's income.

THE NEED AND THE SUPPLY
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STEP 1 - AGE
Children are prioritized by age, with the youngest children served first.

GROUP 1 Birth up to 12 months Offered first

v

GROUP 2 12 months up to 24 months Offered next

All eligible children in a group are offered scholarships before the next group is considered. Within a group, an exact age
does not matter.

STEP 2 - INCOME
Within each age group, families are then prioritized by income rank.

RANK 1 RANK 85
Lower income relative to family size — offered first Higher income within the limit

Each family is assigned a rank from 1 to 85 by the agency when the family applies for child care assistance. Families do
not calculate the rank themselves. Each child is considered separately, and brothers and sisters do not receive
additional priority.

If a scholarship is not available when your name is reached, you remain on the waiting list with your existing
ranking and will be considered again as additional scholarships become available.

How would | apply?

There is no separate scholarship application. You apply for child care assistance the same way families do today.

= Contact the free Resource and Referral agency for your area. Both agencies are listed at the end of this
summary.

= If you are already on a waiting list with 4Cs or Children and Families Circle, you do not need to do anything
new. You would be considered automatically.
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= If you have never applied, you can apply at any time. You do not need to have applied for child care
assistance in the past.

Free help is available in English and Spanish, online, by phone, and in person. Interpreters are available upon
request. Staff are also available to help review qualifications, fill out the form, and choose a provider.

Where can the scholarship be used?

Scholarships would be used for child care at licensed family child care homes taking part in the program.
Licensed family child care homes are small programs run in a provider's own home, licensed by the State of
California.

Parents would choose the child care provider that best meets their family's needs. You can look at providers by
location, hours, languages spoken, and current openings, and openings are updated every month. No family is
assigned to a provider without agreeing to it. Your choice is limited to providers taking part in the scholarship
program.

The scholarship would belong to your child, not to the provider. If you were to decide to move to another provider
in the program, your scholarship would move with you. You would need to give your current provider at least 30
days' notice.

How long would the scholarship last?

The scholarship is active until your child turns 3. Care would continue through the end of August after your child's
third birthday, so there is no gap before preschool or transitional kindergarten. Six months before that, the
program would start helping you find your child's next placement. You would not have to reapply or compete for
the scholarship each year.

Once a year, participants would need to confirm they still qualify. After one year in the program, the income limit
for a scholarship is higher, up to 100% of State Median Income, compared to the 85% limit to qualify.

If information is not received on time, participants would get a letter stating that their scholarship will end in 30
days. If participants send the qualifying information during those 30 days and if they still qualify, the scholarship
continues.

IF SOMETHING CHANGES

= If your income passes the limit, the scholarship will not stop right away. You would have three more months of
care before it ends.

= If you move out of Sonoma County, the scholarship ends at the end of that month. If you move somewhere
else in the county, you keep it.
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= If your child stops coming and nobody hears from you, the program will reach out to check that your family is
okay. If there is no contact for about four weeks, the scholarship would be offered to another family. Please
call your provider if something is going on. Absences are expected, and longer time away may be approved.

= If a publicly funded voucher (different from this scholarship) becomes available to you, you would need to take
it, and your child would move onto that funding. Your child can stay with the same provider. The change
should not affect your family's child care experience, and it frees a scholarship for another family with no other
option.

Your rights

You get every decision in writing — approval, denial, a change, or an ending — in your language, in plain words,
and before it starts whenever possible. It says what was decided, why, when it starts, and how to disagree.

Your immigration status is never asked about or collected, and no Social Security number is needed for you or
your child. What you share is used only to decide whether you qualify, to run the program, and for required
reporting. It is not shared with federal immigration enforcement unless a judge orders it, and any such request
goes straight to First 5 Sonoma County leaders and their lawyers, not to front desk staff. This applies to the
program, to your provider, and to every agency that can see the waiting list system.

Tell the county what you think

Nothing here is final. First 5 Sonoma County especially wants to hear from families who have looked for
child care and could not find it or afford it. Comments are open September 1 through September 30, 2026,
in English and Spanish.

By survey: to complete the survey.

Virtual Sessions for Families with Children Ages 0-5:

English: September 23, 2026, 6:00-7:30 pm
Spanish: September 24, 2026, 6:00-7:30 pm

to register. Every comment will be read or transcribed, and First 5 Sonoma County will publish
what it heard and what changed.

QUESTIONS ABOUT CHILD CARE?

These agencies offer assistance getting child care and are free for any Sonoma County family, whether or not you
qualify for a scholarship.

4Cs Sonoma County
Most of the county
(707) 544-3077 - https://www.sonoma4cs.org/

River to Coast Children's Services
West County
(707) 869-3613 - https://rccservices.org/
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https://qualtricsxmb4xyvcmny.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3Wy2AycxJ1Zpl2K
https://qualtricsxmb4xyvcmny.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4YhBVGTIeZg7U4C
https://www.sonoma4cs.org/
https://rccservices.org/
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